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The Shepherd of Israel 


We are turning to the prophecy of Zechariah and I want to take my text from chapter 
9, the chapter that was considered in the previous meeting. Zechariah 9:16 says, “And 
the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of His people: for they shall 
be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His land.’ Think of the words, 
‘the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of His people.’ Our 
subject is the Shepherd of Israel. 


Books to Read 
I would encourage you to think of the books that are available to help on this subject. 
Mr Baron of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel has written widely on the subject 
of Israel and his exposition of the prophecy of Zechariah is very helpful indeed. He 
also has a book entitled, ‘The Shepherd of Israel’ and it gives a very comprehensive 
overview of the history of the Jewish people. So I encourage you to look out for that 
as well. 


The Occupation of a Shepherd 

We are thinking of the Shepherd of Israel. The occupation of a shepherd is one with 
which every one of us is familiar. We understand that a shepherd is one who leads, 
guides and cares for the flock; and he has the responsibility of feeding and protecting 
the sheep. The shepherd has a role or task that is very prominent in the Bible. There 
are forty-five references to the ‘shepherd’ in the Word of God, and there are another 
thirty-eight references to the plural — ‘shepherds.’ So, it is clear the Bible has much to 
say about the shepherd. 


Shepherds in the Scriptures 

You think of Abel, although he is not described as a shepherd in the Word of God; we 
are told that he was ‘a keeper of sheep.’ That is very profitable for us, because those 
words, a keeper of sheep, describe the work that the shepherd does. 

You think of the patriarchs. When they went down into Egypt, they were introduced 
to Pharaoh as shepherds. When he asked about their occupation, they said, “Thy 
servants are shepherds.’ 

You think of David, the shepherd boy of Israel, probably next to the Lord Jesus the 
most famous shepherd in the whole of the Bible. David was the lad who defended his 
father’s sheep from the attacks of the bear and the lion. That is possibly one of the first 
stories that each of us heard when we went to Sunday School. It is clear from those few 
examples that the shepherd is very prominent in the Scriptures. 


The Shepherd in the Prophetic Scriptures 
I want to stress that the shepherd is also a very prominent theme in the prophetic 
scriptures. I would like to encourage you to look for that aspect as you read the 
prophecies. It is the main theme of Zechariah chapters 10 and 11. In fact, the theme 
of the Shepherd of Israel begins properly in chapter 9. That is the reason we took verse 
16 of that chapter as our text, “And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as 
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the flock of His people.’ So Israel is viewed as the flock and the Lord Himself is seen 
as the Shepherd. 

It may be helpful in the study of this prophecy to realise that Zechariah 9 - 11 form one 
burden of the prophet. These three chapters go together, and then chapters 12 - 14 go 
together as they form the final burden or final message of the prophet. The main theme 
of chapters 9 - 11 (and especially chapters 10 and 11) is our theme today, the Shepherd 
of Israel. 


Three Shepherds 
It is vital to see that these chapters 10 and 11 speak not of just one shepherd, but three. 
Three different shepherds in particular are referred to, and all of them, in one way or 
another, could be described as the shepherd of Israel. As we consider what is recorded 
in the Word of God about all these shepherds, it helps us to see and understand a little 
more clearly the purposes and plans of God for His chosen people, the nation of Israel. 


1. The False Shepherds of Israel 

The first of these three shepherds of Israel can be described as the false shepherds of 
Israel. Look at chapter 10:3, ‘Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I 
punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited His flock the house of Judah, and 
hath made them as His goodly horse in the battle.’ Turn to chapter 11:3 as well. ‘There 
is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled.’ Those are just two 
examples. There are other references to these false shepherds, the unfaithful leaders of 
the nation, especially in Old Testament times, and more particularly in the days of the 
prophet himself. They had not ruled the nation as they ought. They had not ruled the 
people faithfully and in the fear of God. They had not carried out the role of the 
shepherd. They had not guided the flock. They had not fed and protected the people. 
They had not fulfilled their God-given responsibility. 

As a result, the Lord was angry with them, and He visited the nation with judgment. 
What was the result or consequence for Israel of the rule of these false shepherds? Well, 
I stress, the results were sad. They were tragic and, in fact, they were long-lasting. The 
effect of the rule of these false shepherds has been felt in the nation of Israel, even to 
this very day. Let me highlight for you three of the tragic consequences that are 
recorded for us here in these chapters. 


(i) The Nation was Scattered 

For one thing, the nation was scattered. Remember that the Lord had solemnly warned 
Israel that if they disobeyed His law, if they disobeyed His voice, that one of the 
judgments that would come upon them was He would scatter them among the nations. 
Last night, in a meeting, we were considering Nehemiah 1, and in his great prayer for 
Jerusalem, he said, ‘Remember, I beseech Thee, the word that Thou commandest Thy 
servant Moses, saying, if ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations.’ 

Zechariah also speaks of that judgment here. Look at chapter 10:9, ‘And I will sow 
them among the people: and they shall remember Me in far countries; and they shall live 
with their children, and turn again.’ So it is clear God’s Word is true. God has fulfilled 
the prediction of judgment. Because of their sins, Israel has been driven out of their 
land and they have been scattered into far countries. The picture that is given is that 


6 


913_Wé&W_Supplement 2024:- 19/1/24 07:56 pe 4 


232 WATCHING AND WAITING 


they were scattered, the Sower scattering with force and scattering widely. However, 
notice the encouragement that is given in chapter 10:10, ‘I will bring them again also 
out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the 
land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them.’ So, what 
encouragement is there! We can sum it up like this, ‘He that scattered Israel will gather 
them again.’ 

You may have seen a shepherd in the field rounding up his sheep. Well, the Shepherd 
of Israel will do the same. One day He will gather His scattered flock from the ends of 
the earth. That has been happening with Jews from all over the world returning to Israel 
since the re-birth, or re-formation, of the nation in 1948. The nation was scattered and 
that was one of the consequences of the rule of the false shepherds, 


(ii) The Loss of three vital Offices 

Consider the words found in chapter 11:8. “Three shepherds also I cut off in one 
month; and My soul loathed them, and their soul also abhorred Me.’ That is a very 
interesting statement. We are thinking of the false shepherds and we are told that God 
cuts off or removes three within a month, a very short space of time. To what is the 
prophet referring? Let me suggest to you the three great offices of the nation of Israel, 
the offices of prophet, priest and king. Remember that the Saviour was the fulfilment 
of all those offices. He is the only one that has fulfilled or occupied all three of those 
great offices. 

In Old Testament times those offices were very prominent in the daily life of the 
people of Israel; but now those offices are no more. They have all been removed from 
the nation. That was a solemn stroke of judgment. Hosea declared that ‘the children of 
Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice.’ That is Israel’s current position. None of the vital offices of the nation are 
functioning and they have not been functioning now for centuries. Israel has had no 
king in the land from the days of the captivity. The Lord Jesus said that John the Baptist 
was the last of the prophets and the priesthood ceased with the destruction of the 
temple. But ultimately the rejection and death of the Lord Jesus the Messiah of Israel, 
in a very short time, brought to a solemn end the functioning of these three significant 
offices in the nation of Israel. 

So the loss of the three vital offices in the nation was a tragic, a terrible outcome of 
the rule of the false shepherds, the ungodly leaders in the nation. 


(iii) The Rejection of Christ 

The other consequence of the rule of the false shepherds was the rejection of the Lord 
Jesus, the One described in the New Testament as the Good Shepherd. Look at those 
words in chapter 11:12-13, ‘And I said unto them, if ye think good, give me my price; 
and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD 
said unto me, Cast it unto the potter; a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I 
took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.’ 
The prophet Zechariah here gives a picture, a type of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus being 
sold by Judas Iscariot for thirty pieces of silver and then that money being returned and 
cast down in the temple and subsequently used to buy the potter’s field outside the city 
of Jerusalem. 
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These verses are quoted in Matthew 27 in connection with Judas’ actions but it is 
strange to read in Matthew that they are attributed to Jeremiah. That has puzzled Bible 
students, and even Mr Baron does not seem to have a satisfactory answer. I suggest that 
in Matthew 27 the Holy Spirit has conflated and joined two passages of scripture 
together, one in Jeremiah 19 and the other here in Zechariah 11; but the Holy Spirit has 
attributed them to Jeremiah because he was the major prophet of the two. 

It is clear that the leadership of the false prophets in the nation of Israel led to the 
ultimate sin of the rejection of their Messiah, the One who is the Saviour of sinners. 


The Consequences of Sin on a Nation 
So, take time to consider how much Israel lost. There are other things that are 
mentioned in these passages and there is so much that could be touched upon, but from 
what we have seen, you will note how much Israel lost as a nation because of their sin 
and unbelief. That is a warning to the rulers of our nation and to the rulers of every 
nation. Sin brings terrible consequences upon a people. 


2. The Foolish Shepherd of Israel 
The second of these shepherds is the foolish shepherd of Israel. Look at the words 
in chapter 11:15, ‘And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a 
foolish shepherd.’ So, here is one described as a foolish shepherd. He is not a good 
shepherd and is the complete opposite to the One who is the Good Shepherd. The word 
‘foolish’ is a word that is used in the Scriptures of the end time — the foolish virgins 
were those not ready for the coming of the bridegroom. 


Who is the Foolish Shepherd? 

Who is the shepherd of Israel that God would describe in such a strong manner as 
‘foolish.’ Some will suggest that this is a description of Herod; some of the Roman 
emperors. It may be true to say that those men were foolish rulers. They certainly did 
some very foolish things when they were in power, but this title is not referring to them. 

This is a reference to none other than the antichrist himself. The word ‘foolish’ here 
does not mean somebody who is stupid. It means a person who is wicked. Nabal, in 
the days of David, was a foolish shepherd. He was a fool by name and a fool by nature. 
He was a wicked, sinful man and he is a picture or type of the antichrist. 

I remind you of the familiar words in the Psalms, “The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God.’ This declaration is in the Bible, not just to fill up space, but it is repeated 
in the Scriptures for emphasis. God has given those words twice, first in Psalm 14 and 
then in Psalm 53. 

This is a title of the antichrist. There are many titles of the antichrist in Scripture. 
Arthur Pink, the Bible commentator, has a book on the Antichrist and there is a chapter 
which deals at length with quite a number of the titles of the antichrist. (Mr Fromow’s 
booklet, ‘Christ and antichrist considered’ is also very helpful — Ed.). 

The antichrist will be a denier of God, not necessarily atheistic, one who denies the 
existence of every god. When we speak about an atheist, we generally mean someone 
that is a denier of every god, but the words in Psalms 14 and 53 are ‘no Elohim.’ In 
other words, he denies the God of the Bible and is the great foe of the Bible, and is in 


6 


913_WéW_Supplement 2024:- 19/1/24 07:56 pe 6 


234 WATCHING AND WAITING 


the true sense of the word, ‘a fool.’ Antichrist will be sinful, corrupt. Paul, writing to 
the Thessalonians, describes him and says, ‘Then shall that Wicked.’ Think of that as 
a title. Antichrist is the wicked one. He is the lawless one. He is the epitome of evil 
itself; and not only will he be evil in himself, but he will seek to corrupt the whole 
nation of Israel. 

It is recorded over and over again about Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the first king to 
reign over the northern kingdom of Israel after the division of the land, that he ‘made 
Israel to sin.” That is the sort of man that antichrist will be. He will make Israel sin 
against the Lord. As Jeroboam set up idolatry and introduced false religion into the 
land, so too will the antichrist. Paul taught the Thessalonian believers, ‘So that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.’ So in the Jewish 
temple the antichrist will establish false religion. He will establish idolatry. In fact, he 
will establish the worship of himself. 

The Saviour told the Jews, ‘I am come in My Father’s name, and ye receive Me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.’ Remember we are thinking 
of one called ‘the foolish shepherd.’ The Jews foolishly rejected the Lord Jesus but one 
day they will blindly accept the foolish shepherd, the antichrist, and he will lead the 
nation astray. He will lead Israel into gross sin. 


The Idol Shepherd 
Notice as well there is the title of the idol shepherd (11:17). It says, “Woe to the idol 
shepherd that leaveth the flock.’ Here is one who does not look after the sheep. A 
detailed description is given of his neglect of the flock (verse 16). The idol shepherd is 
another title of antichrist and if I can highlight for you again, it emphasises the great 
contrast between the Good Shepherd who gave us life for the sheep and the foolish 
Shepherd who will want to defile and destroy the flock of the nation of Israel. 


3. The Faithful Shepherd 

Having considered the false shepherds and the foolish shepherd, we turn, thirdly, to 
the faithful Shepherd of Israel. Look closely at chapter 10:4, ‘Out of Him came forth 
the corner, out of Him the nail, out of Him the battle bow, out of Him every oppressor 
together.’ That is a great text of God’s Word. It is one of those verses with which you 
ought to be familiar. David Baron said that he regarded this verse as one of the richest 
Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament Scriptures. You will notice that it contains 
three titles of Messiah. He is described as the cornerstone; the sure and the true 
foundation. He is described as the nail, which points to the strength of the Messiah. 
Then the battle bow, and that indicates Messiah as the Conqueror. These are three great 
Messianic titles, so there is much of Christ in this passage. That verse is full of Christ. 


Sheep without a Shepherd 
Especially in these chapters, He is set forth as the true and faithful Shepherd of His 
people. Matthew recorded of the Lord Jesus that ‘when He saw the multitudes, He was 
moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.’ Think of a flock without a shepherd and that is how the 
Saviour saw the Jewish multitudes that came to hear Him preach and teach the Word of 
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God. Then think of those words that they were scattered abroad as sheep having no 
shepherd; and look at chapter 10:2, where it says, ‘Therefore they went their way as a 
flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd.’ The Saviour, the Lord Jesus, 
had these words of the prophet in mind when He was looking on the multitudes in Israel 
during His earthly ministry. In fact, He is quoting from this passage. Notice that they 
were troubled as a flock without a true and faithful shepherd. That is Israel’s condition 
today, a flock in trouble. 


The Flock of the Slaughter 

Notice how the flock is described in these chapters. In chapter 11:4, there is the 
command to feed the flock. That indicates a flock that is hungry, a flock that has been 
neglected. That verse gives an interesting description of the flock of the slaughter. So, 
here is a flock that is in danger of being destroyed by the enemy. I remind you that 
Israel’s history down through the centuries has been one of slaughter. You only have to 
think of the Second World War and the Holocaust and the slaughter of millions of Jews. 

See chapter 11:7. ‘O poor of the flock.’ So, the flock is described as weak and in great 
need. Israel, as a flock, is in great trouble as is described at the beginning of chapter 
10. In the past, the false shepherds failed them; did not rule over them faithfully and in 
the fear of God. In the future, the foolish shepherd, the antichrist, will deceive and 
pollute the nation. However, praise God, there is One who is the faithful Shepherd. 


The LORD is my Shepherd 

Think of the familiar and precious words of Psalm 23, ‘The LORD is my Shepherd’ 
There is something that is often overlooked and that is, this psalm is especially true of 
Israel, as a people. We have commended some books to you and William De Burgh’s 
‘Commentary on the Psalms’ is a very useful and profitable study and would help you 
to see the psalms in prophetic light. 

The Lord is the Shepherd of Israel and that is what we are considering today. He is 
Israel’s faithful Shepherd. 


Shine forth 

Did you ever notice the prayer at the beginning of Psalm 80? There is the cry, ‘Give 
ear, O Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; Thou that dwellest 
between the cherubims, shine forth.’ That is a prayer for the Shepherd of Israel to come 
— that is the idea when the psalmist says ‘shine forth.’ It is a prayer for the Shepherd of 
Israel to come, to appear, to reveal Himself, and I would urge you to pray that prayer. 
I was speaking last sabbath at a prophetic conference on ‘Praying for the return of the 
Saviour.’ That is something that many of the Lord’s people never consider. The final 
prayer in all the Bible is, ‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ Here, in the psalms is the prayer 
that the Shepherd would shine forth, that the Shepherd would appear, that the Shepherd 
would come. 

Peter declared, ‘the Chief Shepherd shall appear’ and that is very much in keeping with 
our theme. He was teaching that Christ is coming. The Lord Jesus is coming and He 
is coming as a shepherd. It is important to understand in the context of the teaching of 
the whole of the Word of God that He is not only coming as a shepherd to the church. 
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He is also coming as a shepherd to the nation of Israel. We need to pray for that to 
happen, for the Saviour to come and be the Shepherd of His flock, the Shepherd of 
Israel. 


(i) He will Save the Flock 

Notice what the faithful Shepherd will do. For one thing, He will save the flock. 
Consider the words of our text, chapter 9:16, ‘And the LORD their God shall save them 
in that day as the flock of His people.’ He will save them physically, but He will also 
save them spiritually, save them from their sins. He will save them from slaughter (they 
are the flock of slaughter), from death from their enemies, but He will also save them 
from a lost eternity. He will save them from the false shepherds of which we were 
speaking a little earlier. Look at chapter 10:3, ‘Mine anger was kindled against the 
shepherds (that is a reference to the false shepherds), and I punished the goats.’ 


(ii) He will Feed the Flock 
He will also feed the flock. Look at chapter 11:7, ‘And I will feed the flock of 
slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock.’ The false shepherds fed themselves, they 
were not concerned about the flock; but the faithful Shepherd will feed His people and 
teach them the ways of God. He will teach them the Word and Law of the Lord. 


(iii) He will Increase the Flock 

There is something else the faithful Shepherd will do — He will increase the flock. 
Consider the interesting statement that is found in chapter 10:8 that says. “They shall 
increase as they have increased.’ The flock will grow, will increase. Is that not what 
every shepherd likes to see? That is going to happen to the flock of Israel. Ezekiel had 
a very significant comment to make upon this subject. He said, ‘I will increase them 
with men like a flock’ (36:37). That is spoken of Israel. So, far from the nation being 
wiped out. their best days, their greatest days, are yet before them. 


(iv) He will Gather the Flock 

The final thing I wish to emphasise is that the faithful Shepherd will gather the flock. 
In chapter 10:8, and there is this little statement, ‘and gather them.’ There will be a 
gathering of Israel, and verse 10 gives the extent of that promise. It says, I will bring 
them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will 
bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them.’ 
That gives you an indication of the land that Israel will possess in that day — both sides 
of the River Jordan. There will be miracles to help those being gathered — like those of 
former times which took place by the power of God in Old Testament days. Some of 
those are spoken of here in verse 11. So He that scattered Israel will gather them. 
Remember Jeremiah 31:10, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations. and declare it 
in the isles afar off (so all the ends of the earth should hear this message), and say, He 
that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.’ 

This picture of a shepherd coming into the field to gather up the sheep speaks to us of 
what the Saviour, the Shepherd of Israel, is coming to do in a future day. We have 
thought of three different shepherds — false shepherds, the foolish shepherd and the 
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faithful Shepherd — all of whom, in one way or another, could be described as a 
shepherd of Israel. We consider what is recorded of them, and that helps us to 
understand the purposes and plans of God for the nation of Israel. 


Do you know the Shepherd? 

As we think about the Shepherd of Israel, let me ask you whether you can say, ‘the 
Lord is my Shepherd.’ Do you know Him personally? 

Many years ago, there was a gathering of people in a very large residence. It was a 
home of a very wealthy family and there were some very important people that were 
gathered that evening. They all had food together and then after dinner they wanted a 
little entertainment. There was a man amongst them who was a well-known actor of 
his day and he had been very well trained, especially for his voice. A lot of time had 
been given to the training of his voice so that he could speak very clearly and could use 
all the emphasis that was necessary whenever he was speaking and playing certain 
parts. So, they asked him to recite something for them. He was not sure what to recite 
so he asked for some suggestions, and an old minister that was in the gathering said, 
“What about Psalm 23?’ The actor had been to Sunday school as a boy and he knew the 
psalm, having learned it by heart. So, he agreed to recite the psalm to the people but he 
said he would do it on one condition, and that was that the old minister would recite it 
after him. The actor stood forth and recited the psalm using all his gifts. When he 
finished, the people broke into spontaneous applause as they were delighted at what 
they had heard. Then the old minister stepped forth. He was an old man and frail. His 
voice was broken and he was well past his best, but when he had finished quoting the 
psalm no one clapped. In fact, everyone was in tears. The actor stood forth again and 
addressed the people. He said, ‘When I quoted the psalm I touched heads, but this man 
has touched hearts. The difference is,. I knew the psalm but he knew the Shepherd. He 
could say the Lord is his Shepherd.’ Always remember when you read this psalm, the 
Shepherd is the Lord Jesus. 

It is important to compare one scripture with another. Christ is the Good Shepherd, 
the Great Shepherd and the Chief Shepherd. This psalm is all about Christ; and the 
most important thing for any of us is to be able to say that ‘the LORD is my Shepherd. 


The Final Conflict and Deliverance 


We turn to Zechariah 12:10 as our text and this is perhaps the best-known verse in the 
chapter, one of the best-known verses in the Book of Zechariah, “And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.’ Our subject is, “The final conflict and 
deliverance.’ 

Note the opening words at the beginning of the chapter, ‘The burden of the word of 
the LORD for Israel.’ I would point out that this chapter 12 commences the final burden 
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of the Book of Zechariah, and the prophet here is beginning his final message. That 
means the last three chapters (12, 13 and 14) all go together and they contain that 
message. 


A Burden about the City of Jerusalem 

I stress that it is a burden, it is a chapter about the City of Jerusalem. It is interesting 
to note that Jerusalem is mentioned no less than fifty-two times in the Book of 
Zechariah, and twenty-two of those references are in these last three chapters. So, there 
is a great emphasis in chapters 12-14 on the City of Jerusalem; and eleven of those 
references are here in this chapter 12. Then remember that this is a chapter of only 
fourteen verses, so that is almost one mention of Jerusalem for every verse in the 
chapter. Itis very clear the prophet has much to tell us in this book, and especially in 
this chapter, about Jerusalem; and that is literal Jerusalem. It is the actual city that is 
being spoken of in this chapter. 

Look at verse 9, ‘And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all 
the nations that come against Jerusalem.’ The prophet speaks here of nations of the 
earth coming against Jerusalem. We need to be clear that it is not the church that has 
been spoken of, but it is Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel. 


The End of the Age 

I would also point out that we are not left to guess about the time that these events 
recorded in chapter 12 will come upon Jerusalem. The opening words of verse 3 are, 
“And in that day.’ My brother, when he did the reading a little earlier, did very well to 
emphasise the repetition of that statement through the chapter, and I underline for you 
that in these final three chapters of Zechariah, those words, ‘in that day’ are repeated 
sixteen times. So there is great emphasis upon this particular day which is the Day of 
the Lord. It is the Day of Messiah and the prophet brings us right to the very end of the 
age. At that time, Jerusalem will be the centre of world attention and it will be the 
centre of world events; and in this chapter God, in His mercy, has been pleased to reveal 
to us what is going to take place in Jerusalem at that time of the end, and we want, for 
a few minutes at the close of the conference, to identify, to consider some of those very 
significant events that will take place in Jerusalem at the end of this age. 


1. The Siege of Jerusalem 

I mention first of all, the siege of Jerusalem. Verse 2 commences with the word, 
‘Behold.’ Remember, when you see that word, it is like a stop sign to tell us that there 
is something significant to which the Lord wants us to pay attention. It says, ‘Behold, 
I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they 
shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.’ So here, Jerusalem is 
under attack; this is the final, the last great battle of the age, that mistakenly called or 
described in many church circles as the Battle of Armageddon. Some of you might 
remember that I spoke on that subject at these meetings last October. I would remind 
you that Armageddon, in the northern part of Israel, is the gathering place for the 
armies. It is approximately eighty miles north of the city of Jerusalem, but the battle 
itself, the final battle, is at Jerusalem. 
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Antichrist and his armies will attack Jerusalem with the desire to wipe out the city and 
the Jewish people. When looking at the previous chapter, we sought to highlight that 
little statement, ‘the flock of the slaughter.’ The desire of antichrist will be to slaughter 
all in Jerusalem, all in Israel. In Psalm 83, there is the cry, ‘Come, and let us cut them 
off from being a nation.’ That will be the desire of all those engaged in this battle. They 
will want to cut off Israel. They will want to wipe the nation from off the face of the 
earth. 

It is interesting to notice the use of the word ‘siege’ there in verse 2. The verse says, 
‘When they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.’ That is the 
last mention in the Bible of the word ‘siege,’ and that is appropriate, because it will be 
the last siege. It will be the last battle before the Saviour comes again, and the mention 
of the word ‘siege’ gives the idea that these armies will meet with resistance at 
Jerusalem. The Jews will fight back, as you would expect. Remember that they have 
a very formidable army. This attack then on Jerusalem will not be immediately 
successful. It will take time. It took effort for them to break through into the city itself. 

You may think of the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrians in the days of King 
Hezekiah, and remember that all those things are a picture of the end-time. Thus, the 
days of Hezekiah are a picture of these events of which we are reading in the prophecy 
of Zechariah. Notice too, what is said at the end of verse 3, ‘though all the people of 
the earth be gathered together against it.’ So, this army is a confederacy, an army that 
is made up of troops from a number of nations. The ‘earth’ spoken of there is, of course, 
the Roman Earth. It is not from every nation, internationally. These will be soldiers 
from the nations of the revived Roman Empire, from the final formation of the 
European Union, and it will be an army with antichrist at its head. 


2. The Saving of Jerusalem 

Think, as well, of what we read in the chapter about the saving of Jerusalem. In verse 
8 we are told, ‘In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem.’ 
Remember the verse that we emphasised in the earlier session, chapter 9:16, ‘And the 
LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of His people.’ Jerusalem will 
not be defeated by this attacking army. Jerusalem, in Israel, will be saved from defeat, 
saved from their enemies, and it will not be the Israeli army that will save them at that 
time. 

In 1967, at the time of the six-day war, the Israeli army won a great victory that was 
heralded around the world, but there will be no repeat of such a mighty deliverance here 
by the Israeli army. Nor will any other nation or any group of nations save them at that 
time. It will be the Lord Himself. It will be divine intervention. Remember the words 
that are recorded of Israel in the Old Testament, ‘The LORD shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace’ (Exodus 14:14). That is what will happen in Jerusalem at this 
time of the end. 

We are told in verse 8, ‘In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.’ I emphasise those words. God shall save them in that day. Chapter 14:3 
also teaches, ‘Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when 
He fought in the day of battle.’ So the scriptures are clear. It will be the Lord Himself 
that will defend Israel and Jerusalem. It will be an act of divine intervention. In fact, 
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it will be the greatest act of divine intervention that this world has ever seen or will ever 
know when the Lord comes again and comes down to deliver Israel. 

I do not want to stray into someone else’s chapter, but if you look at chapter 14:2, it 
actually gives the details of the enemies’ attack on Jerusalem in the battle of which we 
have been thinking. Look at the two things especially that the Lord will do when He 
comes to save Jerusalem. 


(i) Defend Jerusalem 

For one thing He will defend Jerusalem. If you look again at verse 8, ‘In that day shall 
the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem.’ So the Lord is coming to defend the 
city. That means that they will be undefeatable. Several times in the Psalms it is 
recorded of Israel, ‘God is my defence.’ Think of that. No army, it does not matter 
which army it is or what weaponry they have, however well-equipped they may be, has 
any hope. When God is your defence no army can prevail against you, and that will be 
especially true of Israel in that day. Think of Israel in the wilderness; at night God was 
a wall of fire. He was their defence. That is the reason the Egyptians could not attack 
Israel on the night that they pursued them out of Egypt. So the Lord will defend 
Jerusalem. 


(ii) Destroy the Nations 

Then look at verse 9, where we see that the Lord will also destroy the enemy armies. 
Verse 9 says, ‘And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem.’ So the Lord will not only defend Jerusalem, but 
He will destroy the nations that attack it, and He will destroy them in the most fearful 
manner. This is what chapter 14:12 records, ‘And this shall be the plague wherewith 
the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall 
consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in 
their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.’ Is not that a startling 
verse of Scripture? It is really as if they will just melt away. Is that not a solemn 
prospect? 

Let me make it clear that that is not speaking about an atomic or nuclear weapon. That 
is not what will take place. It will be the presence of Christ Himself that will destroy 
the enemies of Jerusalem and the enemies of Israel. Remember Paul, writing to the 
Church of Thessalonica, said, ‘The Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming.’ That verse, in the context in 
Thessalonians, describes the fate of the antichrist, but there will be a similar fate for his 
armies. They will be destroyed by the brightness of His coming. Remember what Paul 
said about the unsaved at that time, that He, that is the Lord Jesus, is coming ‘in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ So the Lord Jesus will destroy His enemies and He will destroy 
them in a most fearful fashion. 


Three Figures of Jerusalem 


Notice in this chapter that there are three figures that are used of Jerusalem. In verse 
2 it speaks of ‘a cup of trembling.’ If you have a cup of tea in your hand with a hot 
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liquid within it and the cup is trembling you could do yourself harm, scald yourself. So 
it is described as a cup of trembling. It is also described, in verse 3, as ‘a burdensome 
stone’ that could cut you in pieces. A little further down the chapter in verse 6, mention 
is made of ‘a torch of fire.’ That would burn those that handle it. The Lord’s message 
is clear and unmistakable. The nations that come against Jerusalem at that time will do 
so to their own hurt and to their own ruin. Judgment of a certain and singular manner 
will await them. 


The LORD is thy Keeper 
I remind you of the words of Psalm 121, ‘Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep. The LORD is thy keeper.’ We often apply that text to ourselves 
personally and there is great comfort in being able to do that, but remember what the 
psalm is saying there. Those words apply to Israel. Never forget that the Lord is 
watching over the nation of Israel. He will keep them. He will keep the nation of Israel. 


The Horses 

I would highlight the references in the chapter to the horses. In verse 4 it says, “In that 
day (notice again the emphasis on the time, ‘that day’), saith the LORD, I will smite 
every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open Mine eyes 
upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.’ 
There are some interesting references there to ‘the horses.’ The Lord will smite the 
horses with astonishment. I emphasise to you the opening words of the text, ‘In that 
day.’ So, it is speaking of the end time, of the final conflict. So I ask you the question, 
will the battle be on horseback? Will it be fought in what we might call ‘the old 
fashioned way’? Will all the oil have run out and will we have to go back to using 
horses once again? There is a lot of talk about fuel. Think of this week and the Prime 
Minister’s announcement about easing some of the restrictions that were previously in 
place. Well, we will not be dogmatic about it but it is interesting that the Lord actually 
records in the chapter what will happen to the horses and how they will be affected in 
the battle in that day with the saving of Jerusalem. 


3. The Saviour in Jerusalem 

Think in the third place of the Saviour in Jerusalem. It is declared in verse 10, “They 
shall look upon Me whom they have pierced.’ This is a very clear reference to the Lord 
Jesus and it is a reminder of His sufferings especially the piercing of the nails into His 
hands and His feet and also the crown of thorns thrust on His head. Take a moment to 
ponder and think of those wounds and how He loved you and suffered in order to save 
you, to redeem you. 

The verse is especially revealing to us showing what the Jewish people will do when 
the Saviour returns. They will look upon Him and as they look they will see the 
Saviour’s wounds. They will recognise Him as their Messiah and they will be reminded 
that it was the Jewish people, their nation, that was responsible for inflicting those 
wounds on the Lord Jesus when they rejected the Saviour and cried ‘Crucify Him.’ 
Notice the emphasis of the verse, “Whom they have pierced.’ It stresses Israel’s guilt 
for the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Someone has suggested that this prophecy in Zechariah 12:10 was fulfilled two 
thousand years ago at the cross, after the soldier pierced His side with the spear. John 
records, ‘And again another scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they 
pierced.’ That is clearly referring to this verse in Zechariah 12:10, but it was not the 
complete fulfilment of it. It was just a partial fulfilment of the prophet’s words. 


Future Fulfilment 

Let me point out that in John 19:36 it says. ‘For these things were done, that the 
Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken.’ That is a reference to 
Psalm 34:20, but notice it clearly says, ‘that the Scripture should be fulfilled.’ In the 
next verse (verse 37), Zechariah 12:10 is quoted and the verse reads, ‘Again another 
Scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they pierced.’ The Holy Ghost does not 
say that what the soldier did at the cross was the fulfilment of the prophecy. Remember 
it is important to read the verses carefully. There is a distinction made when both those 
verses are quoted in John 19. It was at the cross that Israel pierced their Messiah, and 
those around the cross saw the wounds, they saw the piercings, but the final and 
complete fulfilment of Zechariah 12:10 is yet future and will take place at the second 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible makes that very clear. 

Revelation 1:7 begins with the word, ‘Behold,’ indicating that verse contains 
something of note. John the apostle wrote, ‘Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him. Even so. Amen.’ Notice the words in the middle of the verse, 
‘and they also which pierced Him;’ so it is clear that verse in Revelation applies to the 
second coming. ‘He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him.’ It refers to the 
time when the Lord Jesus returns again to Jerusalem. 


Not a Secret Coming 

Also, John is teaching that when the Saviour comes again, everyone will know it. His 
coming will not be a secret coming. It says ‘Every eye shall see Him.’ His coming 
will be so bright and so clear that everyone on the earth will see it happen, and 
especially the Jewish people, who were responsible for His death. That sight of Christ 
will have a deep impact upon the Jews. For one thing they will realise that the One they 
rejected was, in fact, their Messiah, that He was the Saviour of the world. They will see 
then how dreadfully wicked their actions were, and at that moment, salvation will come 
to the Jewish people. 


All Israel will be Saved 

This is the time that all Israel will be saved, because that look will be more than a mere 
glance. It will be the look of the soul. It will be the look of faith. In the Bible, looking 
to Christ and believing on Christ are often the same thing. If you look carefully at John 
3, looking to the brazen serpent is an example of believing on Christ. 

Think of the text which was the means of Mr Spurgeon’s being brought to salvation 
(Isaiah 45:22). It declares, ‘Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none else.’ Spurgeon looked to Christ that day and he was 
saved; and so too, will every Jew alive at the return of the Saviour. What a prospect 
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that is! I am sure you know the hymn, ‘There is life for a look at the crucified One,’ 
and I urge you, if you have never come to Christ, to look to Him by faith for salvation 
today. So that is the Saviour of Jerusalem. 


4. The Supplications in Jerusalem 
Think in the fourth place of the supplications in Jerusalem. Look at the opening part 
of our text (verse 10), ‘And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications.’ Notice, it is in the 
plural — ‘supplications.’ This is a very significant verse of Scripture, especially in 
relation to the second coming of Christ. 


The Trinity working for the Salvation of Israel 
I stress too, that in the verse, it speaks of all three Persons of the Trinity working 
together for the salvation of the Jewish remnant. It says, ‘They shall look upon Me’ — 
that is the Saviour. ‘I am God’ — that is the Father. ‘The Spirit of grace and 
supplications’ — that is the Holy Ghost. So all three Persons of the Trinity work together 
for the salvation of the Jewish remnant. 


The Holy Spirit still in the World 

Notice carefully the mention of the Spirit. It is important to see that the Spirit is 
spoken of in this context. Remember this is right at the end of the day of the Lord, the 
day of Messiah, at the time of the end, and especially at the end of the great tribulation. 

You see that the Holy Spirit is still in the world. He has not been taken away. Be in 
no doubt that the Holy Spirit will be at work in the world right throughout this age to 
the very end and He is here described as ‘the Spirit of grace and of supplications.’ 

Remember that grace and supplications come from the Holy Spirit, and that means that 
the Israelites in that day will be saved the same way as every other person is saved. 
They will be saved by the grace of God, not by religious rituals or ceremonies, not by 
keeping Jewish law — ceremonial or moral law. Does Israel deserve to be saved? No, 
they do not deserve to be saved, but God in His grace will give to them what they do 
not deserve. 

The word supplication is a word that we often hear. We often use it in relation to 
prayers, especially in prayer meetings, but let me emphasise that supplication is a 
particular type of prayer. Not all prayer is the same. Supplication is entreating God for 
mercy. You think of the prayer of the publican in the temple, ‘God be merciful to me a 
sinner.’ That is supplication. That is what the Israelites will do in Jerusalem. They will 
be pleading with God for His mercy. They will cry out at the sight of Christ at His 
return. The nation that treated Him so shamefully will cry out for mercy and that prayer 
will be abundantly answered. God the Holy Ghost will pour out the spirit of grace and 
supplications on Israel at that time of the end. The Israelites cried out at His first 
advent, ‘Away with Him,’ ‘We will not have this Man to rule over us,’ “His blood be 
upon us and upon our children.’ Contrast that with what Israel will cry out at the second 
advent, at that time when they will cry out for God to be merciful to them. 
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5. The Sorrow in Jerusalem 

The final thing we will highlight is the sorrow in Jerusalem. If you look at the end of 
verse 10, ‘And they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall 
be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall 
there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Haddadrimmon in the valley 
of Megiddon.’ So here is evidence of the true repentance of the Jewish people. There 
will be deep mourning. There will be godly sorrow. That will be evident among the 
nation. 

We were told there will be great mourning. Look at the emphasis that is placed upon 
it. There will be a period of national mourning in Israel. Israel will have godly sorrow 
for their sins and especially their sin of the rejection of their Messiah, the rejection of 
the Saviour. We need to pray for such a mourning over sin in our own nation. We need 
to pray that God will bring this land of ours once more to a time of national repentance. 


The greatest example of national mourning in Israel 

The mourning is spoken of in verse 11 — as that of Haddadrimmon in the valley of 
Megiddon. That is the mourning that took place after the untimely death of Josiah, one 
of the most loved kings of Judah. Remember, Josiah was killed by Pharaoh Necho in 
battle and it is mentioned here in verse 11 because it is the greatest example of national 
sorrow and mourning in Israel’s history. 2 Chronicles records, ‘And all Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for Josiah: And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing 
men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made 
them an ordinance in Israel; and, behold, they are written in the lamentations’ (35:24- 
25). So it was a period of great national mourning in Israel’s history; but Israel’s sorrow 
when they recognise their Messiah will far exceed even the mourning of the nation for 
King Josiah. 


Israel’s King will be Victorious 

Notice that Megiddon is mentioned in that verse 11, ‘the valley of Megiddon.’ 
Armageddon is the hill of Megiddo so that reference to Megiddon brings us to 
Revelation 16, to the time of the end and the gathering of the armies there against 
Jerusalem. However, on that day, Israel’s great King will not be defeated. Josiah was 
defeated. He was probably very foolish to get involved in that battle with Pharaoh 
Necho. At the second coming, Israel’s great King will not be defeated as Josiah was. 
He will be the Conqueror in the City of Jerusalem. He will lead the army out of heaven 
going forth, conquering and to conquer. 


The Name Zechariah 
In closing, I would remind you that the name ‘Zechariah,’ (the name of the prophet 
that under inspiration wrote this book) means “God will remember.’ That is what this 
chapter teaches us, God will remember Jerusalem. He has revealed in the Bible, in this 
prophecy, that the Lord has chosen Jerusalem and He is jealous for Jerusalem. That is 
stated in the first chapter and He will never forget His covenant with the Jewish people. 
He will never forget His chosen ancient people of Israel. He will never forget 
Jerusalem; and we learn here in this chapter something of how God will remember 

Israel, and Jerusalem, especially at the time of the end. 
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